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GEMS INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS IN MALAYSIA 

CURRICULUM DESCRIPTION 

OVERVIEW 

GEMS Education is a pioneering education company. Through its schools, consulting practice and 

charitable foundation, GEMS advances education for primary and secondary students hailing from 

over 150 nationalities across 19 countries - from the Middle East, North America and Europe to 

Asia and Africa. GEMS offers six different curriculums, including the British Curriculum and the 

International Baccalaureate. 

In Malaysia, GEMS Education is beginning its mission with GEMS International School of Pearl City, 

Penang that is scheduled to commence in September 2015. There is a plan to have 5-10 schools 

within the next 10 years. 

THE GEMS MODEL OF EDUCATION 

For GEMS Education, academic performance is important: it can open the door to opportunity 

and pave the way for future success, both in higher education and professionally. However, we 

believe a values-based, character-defining, education is of equal importance.  

The GEMS educational approached is expressed through the four core values that are woven into 

the formal and informal education we provide: 

 Growing by learning 

 Pursuing excellence 

 Leading through innovation 

 Global citizenship 
 

GEMS schools in Malaysia apply these principles by providing a holistic education as represented 

in the model below:  
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We empower students to know and experience the world around them, accrue knowledge so it 

aggregates into skills, principles, larger ideas, and values guiding and facilitating personal 

development and growth. 

We encourage them to become responsible members of the community, and seek to enable them 

to function and contribute in relevant ways to bring about significant changes and betterment for 

themselves and others around them, near and far.  

Improved competencies lead to high levels of well-placed confidence, individual effectiveness and 

a deep understanding of self. In this comfortable and joyful personal space, school experiences 

prompt further inquiry into matters outside of self. A thirst and search for “information”, in 

breadth and/ or depth, leads to insights that help to understand others and the environment 

better.  

Such insights help students to develop a strong sense of empathy; in their lives and learning they 

increasingly seek to further reach out to others, to achieve a collective and greater good. In 

assuming and experiencing leadership, they grow to their full potential. 

The GEMS model shows interlocking hexagons, conveying the notion of a simultaneous 

enablement, or synergy, rather than linearity in [cognitive] development, as well as a relatedness 

of outcomes.  

This meshing is seen to be the best two-dimensional representation of outcomes that may evolve 

to different levels (or pointedness) for different subjects and domains of learning. And the 

interlocks and dependence unlock as the hexagons approach triangles to form a hexagram. What 

the model proposes is maintenance of balance between the outcomes – and the potential for a 

perfect hexagram. A star in the making!  

We stand guided by this model of education in Malaysia and will seek to realise this model of 

development and evolution by nurturing and developing core cognitive (knowledge) 

competencies in literacy and numeracy and stretching across to other personal and social 

competencies in the psychomotor (skills) and affective (values) domains. 

In other words, the model seeks to develop the “heads, hands and hearts” of our students. This 

will be achieved by starting thoughts and experiences across our various subject offerings from a 

local perspective and reaching the broadest perspectives, as encapsulated in our maxim “Malaysia 

first, the world next”. 
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GEMS INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL OF PEARL CITY, PENANG: 

VISION AND MISSION 

GEMS International School Pearl City, Penang (GIP) provides a Foundation Years to Year 13 

programme in the English language to students from Malaysia and around the world through an 

enriched Cambridge Primary/English National Curriculum that meaningfully includes Malaysian 

subjects and components to facilitate outcomes that will see our students develop a good 

appreciation of the home/ host country and the competence and confidence for global 

aspirations. 

Our staff teach and inspire excellence in both academic and lifelong learning skills by continually 
reviewing and developing a curriculum promoting student success, modelling integrity and mutual 
respect, while nurturing a desire for a lifelong love of learning. Our students’ success will not be 
measured only by academic achievement, but by their broadly-defined personal achievements as 
well as by the impact that they make on the lives of others.  

GIP expects the highest professional conduct. Teachers and students alike are encouraged to work 

hard, to give of their best at whatever they undertake and to behave in a way that shows respect 

to all. GEMS Education’s Global Teacher Standards setting out clear expectations in terms of the 

quality of teaching and learning are attached. 

OUR VISION 

 

To be the school of choice for families who seek an academically balanced, demanding, strong 

and rigorous education that is founded on Malaysia first, the world next. 

OUR MISSION 

 
1. We vigorously strive to achieve excellence in all areas of each student’s education;  
2. We accept a primary responsibility for attending to the academic and social needs of each student;  
3. We promote the desire for, and nurture lifelong learning in our students;  
4. We nurture curiosity and help students develop skills of inquiry and initiative along with a 

predisposition for action; 
5. We provide a stimulating learning environment for all students 
6. We give priority to the continuing professional development of the teaching staff, to the design of a 

well-balanced educational programme and to a safe and efficient physical plant in order to ensure 
student success at all levels;  

7. We encourage self-expression within the limits of our school standards for personal behaviour and 
conduct; 

8. All members of the community are expected to respect the rights and privacy of others and to 
acknowledge responsibility for their own actions;  

9. We strive to develop a ‘Malaysia first, the world next’ perspective and promote national and 
international understanding in all learning areas; and 

10. We celebrate and value the importance of the language, history, traditions, culture and beliefs of 
Malaysia and its peoples.  
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GEMS CORE VALUES 

Academic qualifications and performance are key to accessing a good university, but we believe a 

values-based education is of equal importance. This values-driven education is expressed through 

our four core values that are woven into every curriculum offered by GEMS Schools. They are not 

just symbolic - we live and breathe them. They are: Growing by Learning, Pursuing Excellence, 

Leading through Innovation and Global Citizenship. Through our values we encourage 

independent learning, empowering students to take on responsibility. Students learn to celebrate 

diversity in a spirit of understanding and tolerance and develop a positive regard and awareness 

of other people. 

 

 

Growing By Learning: Accepting that we are all different, 
recognising that we are all the same.  
Our Universal Value programmes help students develop the values, 
principles and ethics that are respected, admired and accepted in 
all cultures around the world. Students are taught healthy social 
attitudes and a spirit of humanity, providing the ethical foundations 
and social skills to guide them through life. A variety of activities 
and experiences based on the understanding of universal values 
teach students to make positive contributions to others, their 
schools and community. 

 

 Pursuing Excellence: Developing each student’s individuality and 
discovering their potential.  
Our educational programmes encourage students to explore and 
question, to seek solutions, make informed decisions and solve 
problems, to demonstrate tenacity and to express themselves 
confidently. GEMS aims to develop each student’s own potential 
for leadership, either as a motivator of others or themselves, 
discovering and aspiring to one’s own special area of excellence. 

 

 Leading through Innovation: Developing skills for the future. 
Our educational programmes help students to become flexible 
thinkers who are able to question existing thinking, adapt and 
creatively meet the demands of the future. Students are provided 
with opportunities to develop their Information and 
Communication Technology skills and expand their horizons 
through enquiry, exploration and decision making in order to excel 
in the present and shape the future. 

 

 

Global Citizenship: Empowering students with a local and global 
perspective. 
Students in GEMS schools learn about their own country and the 
world around them from an early age, developing an awareness of 
similar and different cultures and countries. By exploring the world 
they become socially, culturally, economically and environmentally 
aware and will adopt a global perspective to better understand how 
they can make a difference in the local and global communities. 

 

http://www.gemseducation.com/server.php?show=conMediaFile.25
http://www.gemseducation.com/server.php?show=conMediaFile.27
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PARENTAL ENGAGEMENT POLICY 

 

GEMS schools offer parents and care givers many opportunities to get involved in school life. 

From serious talks on the GEMS model of education to social events like fundraisers, gotong-

royong or tree planting, parents are welcome into the school to help or further improve the 

school and local environment. The involvement aims to help people feel connected to the school 

to build a true sense of community among parents, teachers and students. 

We believe very passionately in helping all of our students reach their full potential. And we see 

our parents as central to that aspiration, and seek to give them the information, tools and 

resources to help their children be the best they can be. Visit www.gemsparents.com for more 

information. 

As such, GEMS schools undertake parental engagement very seriously. To be ‘engaged’ means to 

support and encourage learning beyond the school walls - at home, anywhere, anytime…. 

Engaged parents are strong role models of learning and send the message that they value 

education. They demonstrate respect for education by making time for home learning, and 

believing that their child can learn. 

Parents, regardless of culture, language or experience, have something to offer their child, and 

conversation is at the heart of this positive parental engagement. As partners in the education 

process, parents can reinforce learning by discussing a variety of topics, asking clever questions, 

listening, doing activities or reading together, and perhaps most importantly, encouraging their 

children with praise and direction. 

Parents can leave everything to school, but their children would miss out on thousands of hours 

of potential learning that could be going on at home. This is especially true when you take 

account of evenings, weekends and holidays spent outside of class that can amount to as much as 

85 per cent of students’ waking hours. 

It is on these premises that GEMS schools engage with parents on their son’s or daughter’s 

learning at home. International research shows that parents who are actively and consistently 

engaged in their children’s learning can add the equivalent of two to three years of formal 

education to that student over their school career. The children of engaged parents do better at 

school, have better social skills and behaviour, and make better life choices. 

 

 

 

http://www.gemsparents.com/
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STRUCTURE OF THE GEMS ENRICHED BRITISH CURRICULUM IN MALAYSIA 

 

The National Curriculum for England, commonly known as the ‘British’ curriculum, is extensively 

used by international schools around the world. It is a detailed, planned and integrated scheme 

covering a student's whole school experience, from the age of 3 to the age of 18. It is a skills and 

knowledge-based curriculum, served by many excellent textbooks and media resources, with its 

own assessment mechanisms. In GIP, we will seek to deliver an enriched British curriculum where 

Malaysia features significantly as a context or case of interest wherever and whenever 

appropriate. 

This curriculum fits into the English Public Examination system that is accepted by universities 

throughout the world. The intention is that GIP will offer IGCSE and Advanced Level (A/AS) 

courses in the secondary school preparing students for entry into Malaysian and international 

universities around the globe. The GIP curriculum is based on the structure of the National 

Curriculum for England, which is organised into key stages as shown below. 

STRUCTURE OF THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM FOR ENGLAND   

The curriculum, organised into five key stages, provides a seamless programme from Early Years 

to Key Stage 5. There are subjects classified as ‘core’ and ‘other foundation’ subjects. The school 

adopts this framework; it endorses the three core subjects of English, mathematics and science 

and incorporates foundation subjects to enrich this British curriculum.  

The GIP curriculum structure is outlined in the diagram above and explained by each section 

below. 

 
  

 EARLY YEARS 
FOUNDATION 

STAGE 

Key stage 1 Key stage 2 Key stage 3 Key stage 4 Key stage 5 

Age 3 - 4 5 – 7 7 – 11 11 – 14 14 – 16 16 - 18 

Year 
groups 

FS1 – FS2 1 – 2 3 – 6 7 – 9 10 – 11 12 - 13 
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LITTLE GEMS: EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE  

CURRICULUM AND OUR UNIQUE APPROACH TO LEARNING  

For our early years, we have ‘Little GEMS’ where we combine direct teaching with a 

developmental approach of plan, explore and review to enable children to initiate their learning. 

Activities are planned from the Little GEMS Curriculum using high quality resources including 

Information Technology (IT). 

Children’s learning is skilfully supported taking into account the need to provide challenge and 

hands on experiences. Staff enable children to ‘SPARKLE’ by providing sensory, physical, auditory, 

real, kinaesthetic learning experiences. 

Positive behaviour is encouraged through our golden rules: 

• be gentle; 
• look after property; 
• be kind and helpful; 
• always try your best; 
• listen to others; and 
• be honest. 

 

The Little GEMS Curriculum uses the English Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Curriculum as a 

framework combining it with the GEMS core values and specially written Little GEMS International 

programmes designed to promote cognitive development through movement, music, world 

languages and digital learning. 

Teaching and Learning  

Themes are planned to include the following areas of learning: 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development: supporting children to have confidence and the 
ability to form positive relationships; 

 Physical Development: helping children to understand the importance of physical activity and 
making healthy choices; providing opportunities for the development of balance, coordination 
and control;  

 Communication, Language and Literacy: providing opportunities for children to listen and 
express themselves in a range of situations; supporting children to read and write with 
confidence; 

 Mathematics: providing children with opportunities to explore and practically solve problems 
applying and developing their skills in counting, using addition/subtraction; 
multiplication/division; shape, space and measure; 

 Understanding the World: providing opportunities to explore, observe and find out about 
people, places, technology and the environment; and 

 Expressive Arts and Design: enabling children to explore their ideas and feelings using a variety 
of media and materials; providing a range of activities in art, music, dance, role-play, drama 
and design technology. 
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Assessment 

Continuous assessment ensures that the learning journey of each child is closely tracked and 

monitored. We also ensure that there is challenge for the more able and provision for children 

with additional needs.  

PRIMARY CURRICULUM: KEY STAGES 1 AND 2 

 
This school will be meeting many of the demands of the National Curriculum for England through 

the Cambridge Primary Curriculum. Teaching in the school will be focused on the learning needs 

of the individual child with mastery of essential basic skills being one of the school's fundamental 
goals.  

A combined curricula centred on the National Curriculum for England (NCE) structure with the 

Cambridge International Examinations (CIE) Primary Curriculum is used. The diagram below 

shows that the core subjects of English, mathematics and science as advocated in the Cambridge 

Primary Curriculum (CPC). The advantage is that the core subjects can be assessed and 

benchmarked to an international standard. This core will also include Bahasa Malaysia, where 

students will be taught in accordance to the new CIE syllabus for Malay.  

All other foundation subjects are taught within the structure of the English National Curriculum. 

The international curriculum will be enhanced and enriched through studies focused on the 

Malaysian context as well as the broader study of South East Asia. In addition, students will 

engage in lessons on religion in line with their family belief system.  

The NCE comprises all learning and other experiences that each school in the country must plan 

for its students. It provides them with an introduction to the essential knowledge that they need 

to be educated citizens. It introduces students to the best that has been thought and said; and 

helps engender an appreciation of human creativity and achievement. 

The combined CPC and NCE provide an outline of core knowledge around which GIP teachers can 

develop exciting and stimulating lessons within the local Malaysian context (where suitable) to 

promote the development of student knowledge and skills as part of our wider curriculum. The 

CPC/NCE is just one element in the education of every child. There is time and space allocated in 

the school day and in each week, term and academic year to range beyond the curriculum for 

example to incorporate GEMS core values and enrichment activities. 

The school means to develop an ethos of a healthy learning organisation. This will necessary draw 

upon the formal, extra-curricular and latent curriculum. 
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The formal curriculum: 
 
• Sets clear learning objectives in English, mathematics and science for each year of primary 

education; 
• Focuses on developing knowledge and skills in core subjects which form an excellent 

foundation for future study; 
• Focuses on learners’ development in each year; 
• Provides a natural progression throughout the years of primary education; 
• Is compatible with other curricula, internationally relevant and sensitive to different needs and 

cultures; 
• Is suitable for learners whose first language is not English, with an optional English as a Second 

Language curriculum; 
• Gives you optional routes to use sections that suit your learners’ needs best; and 
• Provides schools with international benchmarks. 

Teaching and Learning: 

All classrooms are well resourced and have interactive whiteboards and ICT systems to help 

provide the visual stimulus that assists young children to learn. Independence is encouraged and 

promoted with the class teacher and the assistant's always on hand to give support. Open 

communication between home and school is encouraged and treated with confidentiality as the 

welfare of each child, is always the priority. 

Science

Art, Design 
and 

Technology

English

Islamic & 
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Studies

MathsComputing
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Music

Enrichment 
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The broad areas of learning that take place in Key Stage 1 and 2 are: 

• The development of communication skills through literacy - speaking, listening, writing, 
reading and information handling. 

• The development of mathematical skills through numeracy - number, shape and space, 
measures, investigation and data handling. 

• The development of environmental enquiry through science and social studies. 
• The development of physical skills through play and physical activities. 
• The development of creative arts through music and art. 
• The development of communication skills, attitudes and values through all subjects and 

enrichment activities. 

 

Assessment 

Assessment is seen as a tool to support and promote learning and to accurately report student 

achievement. Parents will receive on-going and reliable assessment information across all courses 

of study. We will: 

• Ensure that teachers, students and parents have defined standards and understanding as to 
how student work is assessed.  

• Utilise accurate assessment record-keeping to provide valid student achievement data. 
• Use a variety of assessment tools to provide students with multiple opportunities to 

demonstrate learning.  
• Standardise assessment grading to ensure consistent application of learning objectives and 

assessment criteria across grade levels and subject areas.  
• Utilise formative and summative assessment data to guide and improve teaching and learning. 

 

Formative and summative tools are used for assessment in the school to assist with on-going 
teaching and learning. Assessment provides a measure of current success and directs future 
study. All assessment is formative.  

Formative assessment is used to gather information and indicates progressive evidence of student 

learning, in order to guide students on future learning needs. We recognise this as assessment for 

learning. Formative assessment tools include, but are not limited to teacher/student discussions, 

practice tests, self-assessment, peer assessment, reflective writing exercises, teacher 

observations, group presentations, quizzes and homework tasks. Due to additional rigour and 

placement within the unit of work, some assessments are summative and utilised for formal 

academic reporting.  

Summative assessment is used to gather information and evidence of student learning at the end 

of a defined learning period, in order to provide achievement information aligned to the expected 

standards for the course. Summative assessment tools include, but are not limited to student 

presentations, written tasks, unit tests, assignments, scientific reports and examinations. 
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The school will employ a number of assessments for learner performance and to report progress 

to learners, parents and teachers. The Cambridge Primary, internationally benchmarked tests, will 

be used to provide teachers and parents extra trust in the feedback they receive. There are two 

testing options at Cambridge Primary stage; the progression tests and checkpoint. 

SECONDARY CURRICULUM: KS3 (CAMBRIDGE SECONDARY 1)  

The KS3 or Cambridge Secondary 1 will provide a seamless progression from Cambridge Primary 

to develop learners’ skills and confidence in the core subjects of English, Mathematics and 

Science. We will use Cambridge Secondary 1 together with the foundation subjects studied in 

primary and our Malaysian curriculum components.  

Teaching and Learning 

All learning whether academic or applied in nature and whether formally or informally assessed, 

develop skills and competencies, which collectively prepare our students to be successful 

prosperous citizens in the 21st century. In GEMS schools, we refer to them as personal learning 

and thinking skills. They fall into six categories which we intend to focus on not only in the in the 

curriculum but also through our enrichment activities: 

 Creative thinkers 

 Independent enquirers 

 Effective participators 

 Team members 

 Self-managers 

 Reflective learners 
 

In this school, enrichment activities or co-curriculum transcend the curriculum of the school. This 

co-curriculum is organised around four strands, namely, Sports and Games, Art, Design and 

Technology, Music and Performing Arts and Environmental and Community Service. 

 

Assessment 

The KS3 or Cambridge Secondary 1 programme also incorporates internationally benchmarked 

tests. Tests for Cambridge Checkpoint are standardised, set and marked by Cambridge 

International Examinations (CIE), to provide an international benchmark of student achievement 

enabling teachers to advise learners and parents of the suitability of different progression routes. 

In addition, the school will monitor student progress through Cambridge progression tests and 

analysis software to provide detailed feedback on learners’ strengths and weaknesses in the core 

skills of English, Mathematics and Science at the end of each stage. We will use this feedback to 

improve teaching, support learning and report student progress to parents. 
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SECONDARY CURRICULUM: KS4 (CAMBRIDGE SECONDARY 2 OR CAMBRIDGE IGCSE)  

The KS4 or Cambridge Secondary 2 programme, more popularly referred to as the Cambridge 

IGCSE curriculum, progresses from Cambridge Secondary 1 by adding breadth and cross-curricular 

perspectives. Students engage with a variety of subjects and make connections between them. 

 

There are over 70 subjects available at Cambridge IGCSE. The school will work with students to 

judiciously select a combination of subjects that will support their aspirations and immediate 

plans for tertiary or professional studies. The school is manpowered, furnished and fitted to 

support a good range of subjects in Science, Arts and Commerce. 

Teaching and Learning 

The approach used in school to develop students’ knowledge, understanding and skills will 

consider their ability in the following: 

 Subject content; application to new as well as unfamiliar situations; 

 Intellectual enquiry; 

 Flexibility and responsiveness to change; 

 Working and communicating in English; 

 Influencing outcomes; and  

 Cultural awareness. 

 

While the school will continue to develop students’ personal learning and thinking skills, particular 

attention at this stage will be paid to improving creative thinking, enquiry and problem solving. 

These skills and competencies form a good springboard to advanced study. 

 

Enrichment activities continue to support classroom effort to enhance learning outcomes. 

Assessment 

Cambridge IGCSE assessment can include written, oral, coursework and practical assessment. This 

broadens opportunities for students to demonstrate their learning. In many subjects there is a 

choice between the core and extended curricula, making the IGCSE suitable for a range of 

abilities. 

Grades are benchmarked using eight internationally recognised grades, A* to G, which have clear 

guidelines to explain the standard of achievement for each grade. Cambridge IGCSE examination 

sessions occur twice a year, in June and November. The school may offer both. Results are issued 

in August and January.  

Internally, the school will systematically monitor student progress with formative assessments so 

that feedback obtained can be used by students to work with teachers, peers and on their own to 

make improvements in a timely manner. Reports to parents will be made so that the school can 

work together with them to help the students develop self-direction and autonomy in learning. 

  

http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-secondary-2/cambridge-igcse/subjects/index.aspx
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PRE-UNIVERSITY CURRICULUM: KS5 (CAMBRIDGE ADVANCED)  

Cambridge Advanced builds on the foundations of Cambridge Secondary 2, although students do 

not need to complete that stage before this. This stage of study prepares students for university 

and higher education.  

 

In this school, the route offered is the Cambridge International AS and A Level. A range of subjects 

can be offered in almost any combination. This flexibility means that the school will work with 

students on an individualised curriculum that may see some of them choose to specialise in a 

particular subject area e.g. Science, Arts or Commerce. 

Teaching and Learning 

The school strives to facilitate learning with particular emphasis on the following outcomes: 

 In-depth subject content; 

 Applying knowledge and understanding to new as well as familiar situations; 

 Handling and evaluating different types of information source; 

 Thinking logically and presenting ordered and coherent arguments; 

 Making judgements, recommendations and decisions; 

 Presenting reasoned explanations, understanding implications and communicating them 

logically and clearly; and  

 Independent thinking 

 

Enrichment activities at this stage serve to further develop independent and self-directed 

learning. Working with peers will also be much encouraged to achieve these ends. 

Assessment 

The school will take a ‘staged’ assessment route. The Cambridge International AS Level, where 

syllabus content is half a Cambridge International A Level, is taken in one examination series. The 

final Cambridge International A Level is taken in a subsequent series. 

 

The Cambridge International AS and A Level examination series are held twice a year, in June and 

November. Again, the school may offer both. Results are issued in August and January. 

 

Each subject receives a separate grade reported on a grade scale from A* (highest) to E (minimum 

required performance). There is no A* grade for Cambridge International AS Levels, which runs 

from grade A to E. These grades are benchmarked internationally with clear guidelines to explain 

the standards of achievement. Worldwide results statistics for Cambridge International AS and A 

Level qualifications are made available. 

 

The school will use this information, together with those generated by internal assessments, to 

give students feedback on their performance. Reports will be made to help parents encourage 

and support their children’s aspirations to achieve their desired next level of education/ life. 

http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-advanced/cambridge-international-as-and-a-levels/index.aspx
http://www.cie.org.uk/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-advanced/cambridge-international-as-and-a-levels/results-statistics/index.aspx
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SCHOOL YEAR, DAY AND TIMETABLE 

The academic year at GIP consists of 180 days or 36 teaching weeks. After factoring in national 

holidays, the school schedules three terms of about the same duration of 12 weeks each. The 

school day for Little GEMS starts at 9:00 and finishes at 15:00 (Fridays 14:00). From KS1 – 3, the 

school day starts at 8.15 finishes at 15.00 apart from Fridays when all of GIP closes at 14:00. Time 

is allocated for breaks and lunch during the school day. 

LITTLE GEMS  

The Little GEMS timetable is flexible to allow children of this age group to ‘plan, explore and 
review’ in ways befitting developmental teaching and learning. Learning and development is very 
much based upon learning through play and working around children’s interests. Many different 
activities may be going on at once, which cross subject areas. Children are slowly introduced to 
more formal learning styles. By the start of FS2, the children should be in the hybrid stage 
transitioning from learning through play and being the recipients of more formal instruction. By 
the end of FS2, the children should be ready for interactive but teacher directed learning. 

Below is a sample of a daily schedule that may vary from day to day. Please note that on Fridays 
Little GEMS and all of GIP closes at 14:00. 

Time Activity 
 

8:45-9:00 Drop off time/ registration 
 

9:00-10:00 Circle time/Literacy /phonics 
Plan/Explore/Review 
 

10:00-10:30                Wash hands/ toilet routines 
               Prepare and eat snack 
 

10:30-11:30 Maths based activities 

11.30-11:50 Child initiated learning - exploration of the various learning areas   
 

11:50-12:00 Tidy Up Time 
Wash hands/ toilet routines 
 

12:00-12.30 Lunchtime 

12:30-13.00 
 

Playtime  

               13:00-13:30 Quiet time 
 

               13:30-14:30 GEMS bespoke programmes (P.E., Music etc.) 
 

               14:30-14:45 Story Time 
Goodbye circle 
 

               14:45-15:00 Door open-pick up time 
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KEY STAGES 1 AND 2 

All children in KS1 and KS2 will follow the same timetable; they start and end the day at the same 
time. The day is broken down into 30-minute periods for convenience. However, several sessions 
may be combined to make a one hour lesson. 
 
The actual registration period each morning will be short. Then the children settle to a routine 
that is designed to develop and reinforce basic literacy and numeracy skills. Time is allocated for 
an assembly on Wednesday.  
 
The subjects taught are English, mathematics and science with social studies (geography and 
history) and Malaysian studies serving as content and context. Additional subjects for personal 
development include Islamic/ moral studies, art, design and technology, computing, music, 
physical education and languages. In GIP, we teach Bahasa Malaysia and Mandarin. On Monday 
to Thursday a one-hour enrichment programme of activities in language, sport, performing arts, 
art and design, technology, environmental and local community projects is conducted to develop 
key skills and GEMS core values. Friday afternoon is dedicated to staff professional development 
Subject allocation for KS1 and 2 (26.5 hours per week): 
 

 

Subject 

 
Number of 

lessons 
(30 minutes) 

Estimated 
Enrichment 

Activity Time* 
(hours) 

Hours per 
week 

Total hours over a 36 
week academic year 

English 9  4.5 162 

Mandarin 6  3 108 

Bahasa Malaysia 6  3 108 

Mathematics 9  4.5 162 

Science 4  2 72 

Malaysian Studies 1 0.5 1 36 

Social Studies 1 0.5 1 36 

Art, Design & Technology 2 1 2 72 

Music 0 1 1 36 

IT (Integrated into curriculum) 1  0.5 36 

PE 2 1 2 72 

Islamic and Moral Studies 2  1 36 

Assembly/Pastoral 2  1 36 

TOTAL 
45 4 26.5 972 

*Enrichment activities will cover a range of skills and competences from across many subjects. 

In addition, we look for opportunities for children to practise their listening, speaking and 

presentation skills in and outside of their classrooms. The children will work towards making 

presentations to parents throughout the year. One of these presentations is likely to be of a scale  
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that serves as an annual Malaysian showcase. 
 
KS1/2: Sample timetable outline for the first academic year. 
 
LESSON MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

1 08:15 – 08:55     ASSEMBLY     

2 08:55 - O9:25           

3 09.25 - 09.55           

Break        09:55 – 10:15 

4 10:15 – 10:45           

5 10:45 – 11:15           

6 11:15 – 11.45           

Lunch        11.45-12.30 

7 12:30 – 13:00           

8 13:00– 13:30           

9 13:30 – 14:00           

10 & 
11 14.00 - 15.00 

Enrichment 
Activities 

Enrichment 
Activities 

Enrichment 
Activities 

Enrichment 
Activities 

14:00 Finish 
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KEY STAGE 3 

The students of KS3 have the same day schedule as those in KS1 and 2. While the range of 

subjects remains the same, the hour allocations for some subjects have shifted to meet the needs 

of this stage of learning. The subject allocation for KS3 is as follows: 

 

 
* Enrichment activities will integrate a range of skills and competences from several subjects. At this stage, 

we strive to engage students in learning to learn. 

 
The timetable in the first academic year will operate with 30-minute periods to synchronise with 
the primary lessons. However, lessons will mostly be of one-hour duration (see timetable below) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Subject 

Number of 
lessons 

(30 minutes) 

Estimated 
Enrichment 

Activity Time* 
(hours) 

 
Hours per week 

 
Total hours over a 

36 week academic year 

English 
8  4 144 

Mandarin 
6  3 108 

Malay 
6  3 108 

Mathematics 
8  4 144 

Science 
4 0.5 2.5 90 

Malaysian 
Studies 1 0.5 1.5 54 

Social Studies 
2  1 36 

Art, Design & 
Technology 2 

1 2 72 

Music & Drama 
(2) 1 1 36 

IT 
2  1 36 

PE 
2 1 2 72 

Islamic and Moral 
Studies 2 

 1 36 

Assembly 
2  1 36 

TOTAL 
45 

4 28.5 972 
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KS3: Sample timetable outline for the first academic year. 

LESSON MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

1 08:15 – 08:55     Assembly/Past     

2 08:55 - O9:25           

3 09.25 - 09.55           

Break        09:55 – 10:15 

4 10:15 – 10:45           

5 10:45 – 11:15           

6 11:15 – 11.45           

7 11.45 - 12.15           

Lunch 12.15 - 13.30           

8 13:00– 13:30           

9 13:30 – 14:00           

10-Nov 14.00 - 15.00 
Enrichment 
Activities 

Enrichment 
Activities 

Enrichment 
Activities 

Enrichment 
Activities 

14:00 Finish 
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KEY STAGES 4 AND 5 

The students of KS 4 and 5 share the same day schedule which is similar to that of KS 1, 2 and 3 in 

start and end time for the day.  However, the range of subjects for KS 4 has widened. To 

accommodate this breadth, hour allocations for core subjects have decreased.  

KS 5 is a stage of specialisation. The number of subjects taken by each student is reduced as 

compare to the number is KS 4. To promote depth of study and more insightful approaches, hour 

allocations per subject increase. Subject allocation for KS4 and KS 5 are as shown below: 

* Enrichment activities will actively promote higher order thinking and presentation. They will also serve to develop 

autonomy or independence in learning. 

 
Subject 

KS4 KS5 

 
Hours per week 

Enrichment 
Activity Time* 

 

 
Hours per week 

Enrichment 
Activity Time* 

 
English 

8  4  

Mandarin 
3  4  

Malay 
3  4  

Mathematics 
3  4  

Additional 
Mathematics 

3    

Further Mathematics 
  4  

Science 
3    

Biology 
3  4  

Chemistry 
3  4  

Physics 
3    

Malaysian/ General 
Studies 

1  1  

Social Studies 
3    

History 
3  4  

Geography 
3  4  

Accounting 
3  4  

Business Studies 
3  4  

Economics 
  4  

Art, Design & 
Technology 

2    

Computing 
  4  

IT 
2  4  

Music & Drama 
1    

PE 
1    

Islamic and Moral 
Studies 

1  1  

Assembly 
2  2  

TOTAL 
Individualised  Individualised  
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It should be noted that students will progress to KS4 and KS5 only in the second year of school 
operation and thereafter. The school is ready to offer studies in Science, Arts and Commerce 
depending on the students’ aspirations and immediate plans for tertiary or professional studies. 
As such, the table above shows parallel offering of subjects with weekly hours of allocation. 
Students will be counselled to select subjects judiciously. Their selection will determine the total 
number hours of study per week. 
 
 

CLOSING REMARKS 

The success of this curriculum is determined jointly by the leadership in school; the principal and 

teachers together with the parents and their children. As such, it is very important to start off 

with a close working relationship between the school and the community, our parents in 

particular. Towards this end, we will embark on community programmes and events while 

retaining our priority and focus on teaching and learning.  

We clearly wish to function as a school FOR the community. 

With our approach of an enriched British curriculum, which some refer to as a hybrid curriculum, 

we have clear directions and plans as documented in this paper. These plans will be executed 

surely but also with some measure of responsible experimentation and/ or innovation. The 

ground response and reaction, ascertained by our students’ achievement and aspirations, will 

inform on necessary amendments. GEMS schools thus operate on a dynamic model of education 

that evolves with time and progress.  

The goal remains a clear one; an inspiring school where our leadership, staff, students and 

graduates do well AND do good!

 


